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In 2010, world merchandise 
exports increased by 22 per cent 
while exports of commercial 
services grew by 9 per cent.
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World merchandise exports by region 
and destination 2010 (US$ billion)

Most trade flows take place within 
regions rather than between regions
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•	 Trade within North America, Europe 
and Asia is much higher than trade 
within Africa, the Middle East, the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
or South and Central America. 

•	 Europe has the highest level of intra-
regional trade, with 71 per cent of 
its exports bound for the European 
region while 53 per cent of Asian 
trade is directed to Asian countries. 
Nearly 50 per cent of North America’s 
exports are to members of the North 
American Free Trade Association. 

•	 In contrast, Africa’s main export 
market is the European Union, 
followed by Asia and North America. 
The CIS’s main market is Europe while 
the Middle East’s main market is Asia.

of total world exports went 
to Europe and Asia

ASI (intra) 
2,464

EUR 
808

CSC 
148

AFR 
128

CIS 
85

NAX 
801

CSC (intra) 
148

NAX 
138

ASI 
134

EUR 
108

AFR (intra) 
63

NAX 

85

MEA

CIS

CSC

AFR
EUR 
308

MEA (intra) 
89

EUR 
108

NAX 
79

AFR

C

C

A

M

C

MEA 19

ASI 
471

ASI 
123

CIS (intra) 
109

ASI 
88

NAX 
33

MEA 
19

A

EUR 
184

MEA 
198

AFR 	Africa

ASI 	 Asia 

CIS 	 Commonwealth of Independent States

CSC �	Central & South America & the Caribbean

EUR 	Europe

MEA 	Middle East

NAX 	North America

All figures are in US$ billion

Europe has the 
highest level of 
intra-regional 
merchandise trade



14 World Trade Organization
International Trade Statistics 2011

Download the data:
www.wto.org/statistics

•	 In 2010, world merchandise exports increased by 14 per cent in volume terms. 
World GDP expanded by 3.5 per cent. 

•	 Over the past decade, world merchandise trade has grown by 4.3 per cent while 
GDP has risen by 2.5 per cent. 

•	 Merchandise trade was more volatile than GDP in 2009 and 2010 as products 
are traded several times across borders before the final product is exported. 

World merchandise exports 
bounced back strongly in 2010

Merchandise 
trade was more 

volatile than GDP 
in 2009 and 2010

World merchandise 
exports growth in 
volume terms in 2010

14%

Volume of world merchandise exports 
and gross domestic product 2000-2010 

World merchandise 
exports grew 4 
times faster than 
GDP in 2010	

	 Where to find more:
	 Table I.1 and Table A1
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		Volume of world merchandise exports and gross domestic product 2000-2010

		2000-10		4.3		2.5

		2001		-0.2		1.9

		2002		3.4		2.3

		2003		5.7		2.8

		2004		9.7		4.1

		2005		6.5		3.6

		2006		8.6		4.0

		2007		6.5		3.9

		2008		2.2		1.4

		2009		-12.0		-2.4

		2010		14.5		3.6





WTO
File Attachment
Volume of world merchandise exports and gross domestic product 2000-2010
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•	 In 2010, world exports of commercial services grew by 9 per cent, reaching 
US$ 3,695 billion. Despite this global rebound, exports remained below the 
level achieved before the financial and economic crisis. 

•	 The recovery has not been even across regions. The most rapid growth has 
been in Asia, where exports rose by 22 per cent in 2010, led by India and 
China. Since 2005, Asia’s exports of commercial services have expanded on 
average by 13 per cent annually.

•	 In 2010, EU exports grew by only 3 per cent. In recent years, Europe’s share 
of world exports of commercial services has fallen significantly.

•	 Exports of commercial services from Central and South America and the 
Caribbean as well as from the Commonwealth of Independent States grew 
by 12 per cent in 2010. North America’s exports increased by 9 per cent. 
Africa’s exports grew by 10 per cent, slightly above the world average, while 
Middle East exports rose by 3 per cent.

World exports of commercial 
services resume upward trend 

The most rapid 
growth has 
been in Asia

Asia’s commercial 
services exports 
growth in 2010

22%

World exports of 
commercial services 
increase in 2010

9%

World exports of commercial 
services 2000-2010

World exports of commercial 
services by region 2009-2010 

	 Where to find more:
	 Tables III.1, III.2 and Table A8
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•	 The United States remains the world’s biggest trader in merchandise, with 
imports and exports totalling US$ 3,247 billion in 2010. Its trade deficit 
amounted to US$ 691 billion. 

•	 China and Germany rank second and third respectively in merchandise trade. 
Their trade surpluses were US$ 183 billion and US$ 202 billion respectively  
in 2010. 

•	 Japan’s trade surplus was US$ 76 billion in 2010. With imports and exports 
totalling US$ 1,464 billion, it is the fourth-largest trader in the world. 

•	 Intra-EU trade remains dominant among intra-regional trade, increasing  
by 10 per cent in 2010.

The United States is the leading 
player in merchandise trade 

Breakdown of merchandise exports of 
selected Regional Trade Agreements 2010

The United States, 
China and Germany 
accounted for 
nearly one-third of 
world merchandise 
trade in 2010

The United States was 
the world’s biggest 
trader in 2010
Merchandise exports
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Leading players in merchandise trade 2010
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		Leading players in merchandise trade 2010

						2010						2010

				(bn USD)		EXPORTS				(bn USD)		IMPORTS		EX+IM

		Bermuda		0		26				1		967		993				Bermuda

		Canada		388		388,019				402		402,280		790,299				Canada

		Mexico		298		298,305				311		310,618		608,923				Mexico

		Saint Pierre and Miquelon		0		5				0		200		205				Saint Pierre and Miquelon

		United States		1,278		1,278,263				1,969		1,969,184		3,247,447				United States

		Brazil		202		201,915				191		191,491		393,406				Brazil

		Antigua and Barbuda		0		70				1		560		630				Antigua and Barbuda

		Argentina		68		68,133				57		56,503		124,636				Argentina

		Aruba		0		124				1		1,003		1,127				Aruba

		Bahamas		1		711				3		2,582		3,294				Bahamas

		Barbados		0		429				2		1,569		1,998				Barbados

		Belize		0		325				1		709		1,034				Belize

		Bolivarian Rep. of Venezuela		66		65,786				41		40,800		106,586				Bolivarian Rep. of Venezuela

		Bolivia, Plurinational State of		6		6,290				5		5,361		11,651				Bolivia, Plurinational State of

		British Virgin Islands		0		35				0		305		340				British Virgin Islands

		Cayman Islands		0		20				1		1,050		1,070				Cayman Islands

		Chile		71		71,028				59		58,956		129,984				Chile

		Colombia		40		39,820				41		40,683		80,502				Colombia

		Costa Rica		9		9,385				14		13,570		22,954				Costa Rica

		Cuba		4		3,900				11		11,300		15,200				Cuba

		Dominica		0		35				0		240		275				Dominica

		Dominican Republic		7		6,598				15		15,299		21,897				Dominican Republic

		Ecuador		17		17,490				21		20,591		38,081				Ecuador

		El Salvador		4		4,499				8		8,498		12,998				El Salvador

		Falkland Islands		0		170				0		100		270				Falkland Islands

		French Guiana				-				0								French Guiana

		Grenada		0		24				0		288		312				Grenada

		Guadeloupe				-				0								Guadeloupe

		Guatemala		8		8,466				14		13,837		22,304				Guatemala

		Guyana		1		877				1		1,400		2,277				Guyana

		Haiti		1		580				3		3,150		3,730				Haiti

		Honduras		6		5,742				9		8,550		14,291				Honduras

		Jamaica		1		1,337				5		5,195		6,532				Jamaica

		Martinique		0						0				0				Martinique

		Montserrat		0		3				0		30		33				Montserrat

		Netherlands Antilles		1		800				3		2,800		3,600				Netherlands Antilles

		Nicaragua		2		1,851				4		4,173		6,024				Nicaragua

		Panama		1		832				9		9,145		9,977				Panama

		Paraguay		5		4,534				10		10,040		14,574				Paraguay

		Peru		36		35,565				30		30,126		65,691				Peru

		Saint Kitts and Nevis		0		55				0		290		345				Saint Kitts and Nevis

		Saint Lucia		0		150				1		560		710				Saint Lucia

		Saint Vincent and the Grenadines		0		42				0		379		421				Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

		Suriname		2		2,069				1		1,443		3,511				Suriname

		Trinidad and Tobago		11		10,590				7		6,575		17,165				Trinidad and Tobago

		Uruguay		7		6,733				9		8,622		15,354				Uruguay

				0						0				0				Europe

				0						0				0				European Union (27)

				0						0				0				Intra-EU (27)

				0						0				0				Extra-EU (27)

		Austria		152		152,313				159		158,752		311,066				Austria

		Belgium		412		412,223				390		390,443		802,666				Belgium

				0						0				0				Belgium-Luxembourg

		Bulgaria		21		20,666				25		25,403		46,068				Bulgaria

		Cyprus		1		1,412				8		8,499		9,911				Cyprus

		Czech Republic		133		132,852				126		126,222		259,074				Czech Republic

				0						0				0				Czech and Slovak Fed. Rep., former

		Denmark		98		97,681				85		84,848		182,529				Denmark

		Estonia		12		11,605				12		12,252		23,856				Estonia

		Finland		70		69,630				69		68,510		138,140				Finland

		France		521		520,661				606		605,706		1,126,367				France

				0						0				0				German Dem. Rep., former

		Germany		1,269		1,268,874				1,067		1,066,839		2,335,713				Germany

		Greece		21		21,409				63		63,173		84,581				Greece

		Hungary		95		95,437				88		88,120		183,557				Hungary

		Ireland		117		116,801				60		60,032		176,834				Ireland

		Italy		448		447,535				484		483,814		931,349				Italy

		Latvia		9		9,489				12		11,593		21,082				Latvia

		Lithuania		21		20,835				23		23,399		44,234				Lithuania

		Luxembourg		20		19,611				24		23,983		43,594				Luxembourg

		Malta		3		2,522				4		4,176		6,697				Malta

		Netherlands		573		573,360				517		516,927		1,090,286				Netherlands

		Poland		156		155,752				174		173,648		329,400				Poland

		Portugal		49		48,748				76		75,648		124,395				Portugal

		Romania		49		49,401				62		61,995		111,396				Romania

		Slovak Republic		65		65,345				67		66,557		131,902				Slovak Republic

		Slovenia		29		29,446				30		30,037		59,483				Slovenia

		Spain		246		245,637				314		314,320		559,957				Spain

		Sweden		158		158,314				149		148,710		307,024				Sweden

		United Kingdom		406		405,666				560		560,097		965,763				United Kingdom

		Faeroe Islands		1		829				1		779		1,608				Faeroe Islands

		Gibraltar		0		270				1		800		1,070				Gibraltar

		Greenland		0		381				1		774		1,155				Greenland

		Iceland		5		4,604				4		3,920		8,524				Iceland

		Norway		131		131,395				77		77,252		208,647				Norway

		Switzerland		195		195,392				176		175,933		371,325				Switzerland

		Albania		2		1,550				5		4,601		6,151				Albania

		Bosnia and Herzegovina		5		4,803				9		9,223		14,026				Bosnia and Herzegovina

		Croatia		12		11,807				20		20,054		31,861				Croatia

		FYR Macedonia		3		3,302				5		5,451		8,752				FYR Macedonia

		Montenegro		0		471				2		2,211		2,682				Montenegro

		Serbia		10		9,795				17		16,734		26,530				Serbia

				0						0				0				Serbia and Montenegro

		Turkey		114		113,981				186		185,542		299,522				Turkey

		Russian Federation		400		400,132				249		248,738		648,870				Russian Federation

		Armenia		1		1,011				4		3,783		4,794				Armenia

		Azerbaijan		26		26,476				7		6,746		33,222				Azerbaijan

		Belarus		25		25,226				35		34,868		60,094				Belarus

		Georgia		2		1,583				5		5,096		6,679				Georgia

		Kazakhstan		59		59,217				30		29,760		88,977				Kazakhstan

		Kyrgyz Republic		2		1,760				3		3,223		4,983				Kyrgyz Republic

		Moldova		2		1,582				4		3,855		5,437				Moldova

		Tajikistan		1		1,195				3		2,900		4,095				Tajikistan

		Turkmenistan		7		6,500				6		5,600		12,100				Turkmenistan

		Ukraine		51		51,478				61		60,911		112,389				Ukraine

		Uzbekistan		12		11,857				8		8,386		20,244				Uzbekistan

		South Africa		82		81,821				94		94,040		175,861				South Africa

		Algeria		57		57,053				40		40,212		97,265				Algeria

		Angola		54		53,500				22		21,500		75,000				Angola

		Benin		1		1,200				2		2,200		3,400				Benin

		Botswana		5		4,693				6		5,657		10,350				Botswana

		Burkina Faso		1		1,288				2		2,048		3,336				Burkina Faso

		Burundi		0		100				1		509		610				Burundi

		Cameroon		4		4,000				5		4,850		8,850				Cameroon

		Cape Verde		0		45				1		742		787				Cape Verde

		Central African Republic		0		140				0		340		480				Central African Republic

		Chad		3		3,450				3		2,600		6,050				Chad

		Comoros		0		18				0		190		208				Comoros

		Congo		8		8,200				3		2,900		11,100				Congo

		Congo, Dem. Rep. of		5		5,300				5		4,500		9,800				Congo, Dem. Rep. of

		Côte d'Ivoire		10		10,320				8		7,830		18,150				Côte d'Ivoire

		Djibouti		0		95				0		420		515				Djibouti

		Egypt		26		26,438				53		52,923		79,361				Egypt

		Equatorial Guinea		11		10,500				6		5,700		16,200				Equatorial Guinea

		Eritrea		0		12				1		690		702				Eritrea

		Ethiopia		2		2,238				9		8,552		10,790				Ethiopia

		Gabon		9		9,371				3		2,983		12,353				Gabon

		Gambia		0		15				0		276		291				Gambia

		Ghana		8		7,896				11		10,703		18,599				Ghana

		Guinea		1		1,250				1		1,100		2,350				Guinea

		Guinea-Bissau		0		125				0		220		345				Guinea-Bissau

		Kenya		5		5,151				12		12,090		17,241				Kenya

		Lesotho		1		820				2		2,200		3,020				Lesotho

		Liberia		0		231				1		700		931				Liberia

		Libyan Arab Jamahiriya		47		47,400				11		10,500		57,900				Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

		Madagascar		1		1,090				3		2,650		3,740				Madagascar

		Malawi		1		1,066				2		1,900		2,966				Malawi

		Mali		2		2,350				3		2,850		5,200				Mali

		Mauritania		2		2,033				2		1,822		3,855				Mauritania

		Mauritius		2		2,239				4		4,402		6,641				Mauritius

		Morocco		18		17,579				35		35,277		52,856				Morocco

		Mozambique		3		3,200				5		4,500		7,700				Mozambique

		Namibia		4		4,052				5		5,360		9,412				Namibia

		Niger		1		930				2		2,150		3,080				Niger

		Nigeria		82		82,000				44		44,235		126,235				Nigeria

		Reunion				-						-						Reunion

		Rwanda		0		297				1		1,431		1,728				Rwanda

		Sao Tome and Principe		0		11				0		112		123				Sao Tome and Principe

		Senegal		2		2,161				5		4,782		6,943				Senegal

		Seychelles		0		400				1		650		1,050				Seychelles

		Sierra Leone		0		338				1		770		1,108				Sierra Leone

		Somalia		0		410				1		830		1,240				Somalia

		Sudan		11		11,443				10		10,045		21,487				Sudan

		Swaziland		2		1,550				2		1,700		3,250				Swaziland

		Tanzania		4		3,687				8		7,830		11,517				Tanzania

		Togo		1		800				2		1,550		2,350				Togo

		Tunisia		16		16,427				22		22,218		38,644				Tunisia

		Uganda		2		1,612				5		4,550		6,162				Uganda

		Zambia		7		7,200				5		5,321		12,521				Zambia

		Zimbabwe		3		2,500				4		3,800		6,300				Zimbabwe

		Bahrain		14		13,647				10		10,000		23,647				Bahrain

		Iran, Islamic Rep. of		101		100,524				65		65,021		165,545				Iran, Islamic Rep. of

		Iraq		53		52,800				43		42,500		95,300				Iraq

		Israel		58		58,393				61		61,209		119,602				Israel

		Jordan		7		7,028				15		15,402		22,430				Jordan

		Kuwait		67		67,014				22		22,446		89,460				Kuwait

		Lebanon		5		5,021				18		18,460		23,481				Lebanon

		Oman		37		36,601				20		19,870		56,471				Oman

		Qatar		62		62,000				23		23,240		85,240				Qatar

		Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of		250		249,700				97		97,077		346,777				Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of

		Syrian Arab Republic		14		13,500				17		16,900		30,400				Syrian Arab Republic

		United Arab Emirates		220		220,000				160		160,000		380,000				United Arab Emirates

		Yemen		9		8,700				10		9,700		18,400				Yemen

		China		1,578		1,577,824				1,395		1,395,099		2,972,923				China

		India		220		219,959				327		327,230		547,189				India

		Japan		770		769,839				694		694,052		1,463,891				Japan

		Hong Kong, China		401		401,022				442		442,035		843,057				Hong Kong, China

		Korea, Republic of		466		466,384				425		425,212		891,596				Korea, Republic of

		Singapore		352		351,867				311		310,791		662,658				Singapore

		Taipei, Chinese		275		274,601				251		251,236		525,837				Taipei, Chinese

		Australia		213		212,554				202		201,640		414,194				Australia

		New Zealand		31		31,396				31		30,617		62,013				New Zealand

				0						0				0				Other Asia

		Afghanistan		0		430				4		4,400		4,830				Afghanistan

		American Samoa		0		300				1		550		850				American Samoa

		Bangladesh		19		19,191				28		27,819		47,009				Bangladesh

		Bhutan		1		550				1		760		1,310				Bhutan

		Brunei Darussalam		9		9,200				3		2,950		12,150				Brunei Darussalam

		Cambodia		5		5,030				8		7,500		12,530				Cambodia

		Cook Islands		0		5				0		270		275				Cook Islands

		Fiji		1		710				2		1,530		2,240				Fiji

		Fmr Pacific Islands				-						-						Fmr Pacific Islands

		French Polynesia		0		175				2		1,740		1,915				French Polynesia

		Guam		0		46				1		950		996				Guam

		Indonesia		158		157,818				132		131,737		289,555				Indonesia

		Kiribati		0		11				0		100		111				Kiribati

		Korea, Dem. People's Rep. of		3		3,010				4		4,420		7,430				Korea, Dem. People's Rep. of

		Lao People's Dem. Rep.		2		1,600				2		1,800		3,400				Lao People's Dem. Rep.

		Macao, China		1		870				6		5,629		6,499				Macao, China

		Malaysia		199		198,801				165		164,733		363,534				Malaysia

		Maldives		0		200				1		1,095		1,295				Maldives

		Marshall Islands		0		27				0		120		147				Marshall Islands

		Micronesia		0		27				0		155		182				Micronesia

		Mongolia		3		2,899				3		3,278		6,177				Mongolia

		Myanmar		9		8,749				5		4,807		13,556				Myanmar

		Nauru		0		50				0		100		150				Nauru

		Nepal		1		860				5		5,280		6,140				Nepal

		New Caledonia		1		1,429				3		3,312		4,741				New Caledonia

		Niue		0		0				0		5		5				Niue

		Northern Mariana Islands		0		5				0		90		95				Northern Mariana Islands

		Pakistan		21		21,410				39		39,044		60,454				Pakistan

		Palau		0		6				0		120		126				Palau

		Papua New Guinea		6		5,612				4		3,850		9,462				Papua New Guinea

		Philippines		51		51,496				58		58,229		109,725				Philippines

		Samoa		0		60				0		310		369				Samoa

		Solomon Islands		0		227				0		405		632				Solomon Islands

		Sri Lanka		8		8,500				14		13,512		22,011				Sri Lanka

		Thailand		195		195,319				182		182,400		377,719				Thailand

		Timor-Leste, Dem. Rep. of		0		17				0		298		315				Timor-Leste, Dem. Rep. of

		Tonga		0		9				0		170		179				Tonga

		Tuvalu		0		0				0		16		16				Tuvalu

		Vanuatu		0		49				0		285		334				Vanuatu

		Viet Nam		72		72,192				85		84,801		156,993				Viet Nam
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Download the data:
www.wto.org/statistics

•	 EU trade with non-EU (Extra-EU) countries accounts for the largest share of 
commercial services trade in the world. Totalling US$ 1,275 billion in 2010, 
its share has decreased, however, over the years, from 26.1 per cent in 2005 
to 23.2 per cent in 2010. 

•	 In 2010, the United States ranked second in services trade with a total of 
US$ 876 billion and a global share of 15.9 per cent, compared with 17.6 per 
cent in 2005. 

•	 Emerging economies are playing an increasing role in commercial services 
trade. In 2010, China’s trade totalled US$ 362 billion, accounting for a global 
share of 6.6 per cent, up from 4.4 per cent in 2005. China’s exports of 
commercial services expanded by 32 per cent in 2010. Nevertheless, China 
is a net importer of services. 

•	 In 2010, India’s share of trade in commercial services reached 4.3 per cent, 
compared with 2.8 per cent five years earlier. India’s exports grew by 33 per 
cent in 2010, making it the country with the most dynamic growth.

EU and US dominate 
commercial services trade 

Emerging economies’ growing 
participation in 2010 services exports
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	 Where to find more:
	 Table I.11 and Table I.10

Extra-EU 	 24.4%
US 	 18.5%
China 	 6.1%
Japan 	 4.9%
India 	 4.4%

In 2010, shares 
in world exports 
of commercial 
services (excluding 
intra-EU) were:

Percentage change

Leading players in services trade 2010
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